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RECORD OF GENERAL MEETING 30/5/2017 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 

1. Dean Beech – Degrading Cardwell as a destination by the 
president and vice president of The Cardwell Chamber of 
Commerce 

Member Dean Beech from Hinchinbrook Island Cruises sent a letter 
to The Cardwell Chamber of Commerce asking for the president and 
vice president to stand down as they were promoting a business that 
is degrading Cardwell. This refers to Chamber member John 
Schmidt from Absolute North Charters. [See Appendix 2 for a copy 
of the letter received with photos.]  
Mark and Kathy Sheahan were very offended at this accusation. 
VP Kathy Sheahan took over the meeting at this point with a number 
of issues that she wanted heard. 
o Kathy informed the meeting that John Schmidt is her brother and 

that everyone knows that. She said she is proud of him, the way 
he has grown his business, and conducts himself in a 
professional manner. She compared this with a business name 
that was improperly acquired by Dean Beech. 

o Kathy said she will always support her brother’s business at a 
personal level, and that they are entitled to do that, as is any 
other business in Cardwell.  

o She believes the information portrayed on her brother’s website 
is not a problem because it portrays the cold hard facts. It is not 
incorrect, and therefore it cannot be challenged.  

o She asked why one sandwich board [adjacent] would upset 
Dean when he has many sandwich boards around town. 
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RECORD OF GENERAL MEETING 30/5/2017 

AGENDA ITEM cont’d 

o Kathy believed the letter from Dean stems from many disagreements with John, and that John 
has been harassed by Dean which is unprofessional. She suggested attendees view the 
Hinchinbrook Island Cruises website which has incorrect information on it. 

o Again, the Chamber does not favour any particular businesses. To be asking the President and 
Vice President to step down is ridiculous, but they would if that was expressed by the meeting. 
The meeting was silent. 

Dean said he would withdraw the demand for Mark and Kathy to stand down.  He stated the letter 
is not about his business or the differences between the two, nor about how many sandwich 
boards there are.  The letter is about the behaviour of a Chamber member who is degrading 
Cardwell. This is not the conduct expected of Chamber members. 

Christine Ihle used the analogy of a competing butcher who is currently advertising in Cardwell 
which her son’s butchery business cannot do anything about. One business cannot tell another 
how to market themselves. 

Amanda Payne said that no one has any issue with the promotion of a business, or how much of a 
pedestal it was placed on, but it should not be done at a neighbouring town’s expense and then 
expect, at the same time, to be a member of that town’s Chamber of Commerce. There are facts 
about the boat ramp but the facts also are that it is tidal, and it is damaging to Cardwell to give the 
impression the tide is out all the time. Cardwell boats have to work with the tide; Lucinda less so. 
John’s pictures are not something any Cardwell business would put up on their website. 

Stephen Darwen suggested the Chamber write to Absolute North Charters asking John to take 
down the denigrating images and text from its website. The writing of such a letter was supported 
by Phil Gruber.  

Robyn Smith was not at all happy with the image that John’s website publicly portrayed and said it 
was not good for Cardwell. She supported a letter be written. Dean also supported a letter to be 
written by the Chamber, as did Amanda. 

The Chamber’s officeholders did not commit to taking any further action. 
 
[Post-meeting update:  

o No letter from the Chamber to Absolute North Charters has been found on file. Mark and Kathy 
Sheahan (representing Mark Sheahan’s Personal Training & Fitness) resigned from the Chamber’s 
Management Committee on 10 July and have not renewed their membership. John Schmidt 
(representing Absolute North Charters) resigned as a member of the Chamber on 20 July.  

o Readers are directed to the Chamber’s constitution which refers to action by the Management 
Committee if a member “conducts himself in a manner considered to be injurious or prejudicial to 
the character or interests of the Association”. One of the Chamber’s objects is “To promote the 
town of Cardwell and its environs generally and as one of Australia's leading tourist centres”.] 
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APPENDIX 1 

Help with abbreviations! 

AGM Annual General Meeting 
CCED Cassowary Coast Economic Development Inc. – a peak business/economic association based in Tully, 

representing all Cassowary Coast 
CCRC Cassowary Coast Regional Council – based at Innisfail 
CDCA Cardwell District Community Association Inc. – a Cardwell-based community association, no longer operating 
CDCFF Cardwell and District Community Futures Forum Inc. – a Cardwell-based community association with 2 

independent sub-committees 
Cr Councillor 
CCMC Cassowary Coast Multisport Club Inc. – based in Mission Beach, membership open to all in Cassowary Coast 
CSFC Cardwell Sportfishing Club Inc. – based in Cardwell 
DTMR Department of Transport and Main Roads (in Queensland) 
LG Local Government 
MBBT Mission Beach Business and Tourism – a business association based in Mission Beach 
MTB mountain bike 
P & C Parents and Citizens 
SMS Short (text) Message Service 
TCCoC The Cardwell Chamber of Commerce Inc. – a business association based in Cardwell, representing business 

and community interests in Cardwell and its environs 
VP Vice President 
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RECORD OF GENERAL MEETING 30/5/2017 

APPENDIX 2 

a) Letter dated 26 May 2017 from Chamber member Dean Beech of Hinchinbrook Island Cruises 
to The Cardwell Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
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RECORD OF GENERAL MEETING 30/5/2017 

APPENDIX 2 cont’d 

b) Screen snapshots and images from a webpage of Chamber member Absolute North Charters: 
http://absolutenorthcharters.com.au/hinchinbrook-island-thorsborne-trail-logistics?v=58e69a293e3d  
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APPENDIX 2 cont’d 

 

 

 

 


